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From  the  President  . . . 

we’re  off  to  a New  Start 


Welcome  to  the  “new”  Asylum. 
With  this  double  issue,  Joel  Orosz 
assumes  the  editorial  reins.  We’re  off  to 
a good  start,  which  will  become  apparent 
as  you  turn  the  pages.  Joel  can't  do  it 
alone,  although,  excepting  Carling 
Gresham’s  lengthy  article,  he  certainly 
succeeds  in  this  issue.  He  needs  your 
help.  Read  his  “Articles  of  War”  and, 
more  importantly,  take  them  to  heart. 

We  hope  to  see  many  of  you  at  our 
annual  meeting  during  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Convention  in 
Milwaukee  on  Wednesday,  August  6th, 
at  8 P.M.  Remy  Bourne  is  the  featured 
speaker  and  will  discuss  American 
numismatic  periodicals.  Remy  has 
perhaps  the  most  extensive  collection 
ever  formed  of  these  often  rare 
publications  and  will  share  many 
important  and  fascinating  discoveries. 
Slides  of  many  of  the  more  interesting 
publications  will  be  shown  during  his 
presentation. 

Special  thanks  are  due  past  editor 
Carling  Gresham.  Through  the  years 
Carling  has  edited  a number  of 
publications  and  his  expertise  was 
amply  demonstrated  in  the  pages  of 
The  Asylum  during  his  editorship. 
Many  of  his  innovations  have  been 
retained  by  our  new  editor.  Irascible? 
Perhaps.  Talented  and  dedicated? 
Certainly.  Thank  you  Carling  for 
breathing  new  life  into  our  publication 
during  difficult  times,  though  asbestos 
gloves  were  de  rigueur  for  certain  issues ! 


With  this  issue,  your  membership 
fee  is  again  due.  Do  send  your  payment 
promptly  (we're  running  low  on 
champagne  and  caviar)  and  also  do 
some  proselytising  (no,  the  Supreme 
Court  didn't  outlaw  it).  Certainly  there 
are  500  persons  who  would  be 
enthusiastic  members  of  our  society. 
That's  one  new  member  apiece  . . . 


Orville  J.  Grady 

^JumtBmatic  ^literature 

6602  Military  Ave 
Omaha,  NE  68104 


THE  ASYLUM 

A Special  Message 
from  the  Editor 


Joel  J.  Orosz,  Ph.D. 

After  a lapse  of  six  months,  The  Asylum  is  back.  Hats  off  to  each  of  you  for 
waiting  so  patiently  during  that  half-year  hiatus.  We  think  you  deserve  an  explanation 
for  your  stoicism. 

First,  our  “lapse”  might  better  be  called  an  “interregnum."  Carling  Gresham, 
who  toiled  long  and  hard  as  our  editor  over  the  past  two  years,  and  who  single- 
handedly  got  The  Asylum  onto  a regular  publishing  schedule , decided  to  move  on 
to  other  challenges.  We  were  chosen  by  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 
Board  to  succeed  Carling  as  editor.  Here  the  plot  sickens . Carling  sent  us  a fat 
packet  of  materials  for  the  next  issue,  which  promptly  disappeared  into  the  gaping 
mawoftheU.S.  Postal  Service.  By  the  time  we  got  everything  sorted  out , and  Carling 
retrieved  what  he  could  from  his  computer,  it  was  the  end  of  June.  Now,  however,  the 
torch  has  been  passed,  and  we  will  resume  publishing  a quarterly  journal. 

Second,  we  present  a brief  introduction  to  your  new  editor.  Joel  J.  Orosz 
(pronounced  “or  us”),  29,  is  a Ph.D.  in  history,  and  employed  as  the  Curator  of 
Interpretation  at  the  Kalamazoo  Public  Museum.  He  has  been  a confirmed 
numismatic  bibliophile  since  1981,  and  is  a charter  member  of  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society.  Orosz  is  married  and  has  a toddler  daughter. 

Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  Annual  Meeting 

If  it  is  time  for  the  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  it  must  be  time  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania 
Society.  So  reserve  Wednesday,  August  6 for  our  yearly  conclave.  The  festivities  will 
begin  at  8 pm,  in  room  E10  of  the  Mecca  Center,  the  headquarters  for  the  A.  N.  A. 
convention.  President  George  Kolbe  reports  that  Remy  Bourne  will  be  our  speaker. 
As  always,  there  will  be  much  biblio-babbling  with  fellow  aficionados,  and,  as  an 
added  attraction,  the  N.  B.  S.  will  host  a reception  for  notable  numismatic  authors.  So 
bring  books  to  be  inscribed  and  prepare  to  rub  shoulders  with  the  literary  lions  of  our 
hobby.  [ editor’s  note:  anyone  using  the  term  “ industry  ” to  describe  our  hobby  will  be 
shot]. 


Attention  All  Members  (and  Prospective  Members) 

'Tis  time  again  to  pay  your  debts  to  our  Society,  namely,  your  dues.  A mere  $7.50 
for  U.S.  (or  $10.00  for  foreign  addresses)  will  keep  you  a member  in  good  standing 
and  bring  you  four  issues  of  The  Asylum.  Please  send  those  checks  and/or  money 
orders  to: 


Alan  Meghrig 
Treasurer,  N.B.S. 
24921  Buckskin  Drive 
Laguna  Hills,  CA  92653 
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“So  What’s  in  it  for  Me?”  You  ask  . . . 

What,  four  issues  of  The  Asylum  isn’t  enough?  How  about  the  right  to  attend 
our  formal  annual  meetings?  How  about  those  informal  get-togethers  at  numismatic 
conventions  all  over  the  country?  The  clincher,  though,  is  your  chance  to  see  your 
name  frequently  in  print.  With  YOUR  help.  The  Asylum  can  be  bigger  and  better 
than  before.  This  leads  us  to  . . . 

The  Articles  of 
WAR! 

Your  editor  will  declare  war  on  all  300  members  if  we  do  not  receive  any 
articles.  At  the  moment,  the  well  is  completely  dry,  and  there  can  be  no 
further  issues  until  we  receive  more  material.  We  hereby  state  our  editorial 
position:  you  need  not  be  Dave  Bowers  on  your  first  attempt,  nor  do  you  have 
to  be  Walter  Breen  everytime.  Your  writing  does  not  have  to  be  perfect  in 
order  to  be  published.  The  editor  promises  that  poor  spelling  will  invariably 
be  corrected,  faulty  grammar  will  usually  be  detected,  and  off-color  stories 
will  always  be  appreciated,  if  not  printed.  The  important  thing  is  that  you  get 
your  words  on  paper  and  send  them  in.  If  that  seems  too  daunting,  record 
your  thoughts  on  cassette  tape  and  send  it  to  your  editor.  Just  get  us  material! 
Here  is  the  address: 

4300  Old  Field  Trail 
Kalamazoo,  Ml  49008 

Don't  know  what  to  write  about?  Here  are  some  suggestions: 

1)  Write  a letter  to  the  editor.  Praise  or  criticize  an  article,  comment  on  an 
editorial,  speak  your  mind  about  anything  having  to  do  with  numismatics 
in  general,  or  numismtic  bibliomania  in  particular.  If  you  care  to  write  long 
letters,  we  could  start  a "My  Turn"  column,  modeled  after  the  one  in 
Newsweek , as  a feature  in  every  issue. 

2)  If  you  get  really  ambitious,  you  could  become  a regular  columnist. 
Actually,  it  is  not  terribly  onerous  to  write  500  or  so  words  four  times  a 
year.  If  only  four  of  our  300  members  would  write  one  piece  a year,  we 
would  have  enough  for  a regular  column.  Any  takers? 

3)  Both  President  Kolbe  and  Past  President  Cal  Wilson  have  suggested  that 
those  of  us  with  a "few  miles  on  the  odometer"  should  write  about  their 
experiences.  Each  one  of  us,  but  especially  our  older  members,  carry 
memories  that  are  absolutely  singular,  and  will  die  with  us,  if  we  don't 
commit  them  to  paper.  If  only  Edward  Cogan,  the  brothers  Chapman,  or 
B.  Max  Mehl  had  done  this,  think  of  how  much  richer  we  all  would  be! 
Talk  about  the  book  prices  way  back  when,  the  personalities  you 
encountered,  your  finds,  the  "big  ones"  that  got  away,  the  humorous 
anecdotes  . . . the  list  of  possibilities  is  endless.  Are  you  reading  this, 
FRANK  and  LAURESE  KATEN? 
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4)  Put  something  "on  the  record".  It  was  a common  practice  in  the  19th 
century  coin  journals  to  write  of  new  discoveries,  so  as  to  inform  fellow 
collectors,  and  make  a permanent  contribution  to  knowledge.  As 
President  Kolbe  aptly  remarked  in  the  last  issue  of  The  Asylum,  this  is  an 
"age  of  discovery"  for  numismatic  bibliophiles.  When  you  discover  a new 
fact,  share  it  with  us.  To  show  you  how  simple  it  can  be,  your  editor 
inaugurates  an  "on  the  record"  column  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

5)  Reviewa  book.  This  is  a bibliophile's  journal,  so  let's  get  literary!  Reviewa 
newforeven  an  old)  book, and  send  itin.  Share  yourinsights  withallof  us! 
Again,  your  editor  makes  a modest  start  on  this  practice  elsewhere  in  this 
issue. 

6)  Write  an  article.  Think  your  idea  is  not  worthy  of  an  article  in  The  Asylum ? 
Well,  what  do  you  know?  Try  sending  it  in.  The  worst  we  can  do  is  agree 
with  you;  more  likely,  however,  we  will  encourage  you  to  allow  us  to 
publish  it! 

There  is  one  eternal  truth  for  an  organization  and  journal  as  small  as  ours. 
If  we  sit  back  and  wait  for  someone  else  to  write  our  articles,  there  will  be  no 
articles,  and  thus  no  journal.  Each  and  every  member  should  feel  responsible 
for  writing  at  least  one  piece  of  some  kind  every  year.  Ladies  and  gentlemen: 
start  your  word  processors! 

Now  We  Pause  for  a Commercial  Break  . . . 

That  is  to  say,  give  the  N.B.S.  a break  and  buy  an  ad  in  The  Asylum.  Our 
rates  are  affordable,  the  income  keeps  the  dues  at  a reasonable  figure,  and 
your  ad  is  read  by  the  most  serious  numismatic  bibliophiles  in  America.  See 
the  section  entitled  "Advertising  Rates  and  Conditions"  elsewhere  in  this 
numberfordetailson  costs.  Send  all  copy  tothe  editor;  you  will  be  billed.  And 
don't  forget,  we  do  have  a classified  ad  section.  If  you  have  duplicates  to  sell, 
why  not  try  that  medium? 


Oops! 

In  our  last  number,  fellow  member  Jeff  Brown  authored  an  article  on  his 
discovery  of  an  unusual  variant  edition  of  William  West  Bradbeer's 
Confederate  and  Southern  States  Currency.  Jeff  appealed  for  research  help, 
but  his  old  address  was  inadvertently  printed.  So  if  you  can  help  Jeff  learn 
more  about  his  Bradbeer,  write  him  at  his  new  digs: 

2530  Berryessa  Road,  Suite  112 
San  Jose,  CA  95132 

Good  News  from  Boston! 

The  following  notice  has  already  been  published  in  Past  President 
Wilson's  estimable  house  organ,  The  Repository.  Even  though  it  is  no  longer 
news,  your  editor  feels  that  the  cause  is  so  worthy,  and  John  Adams'  request 
for  help  is  so  important,  that  we  will  run  it  in  its  entirety: 
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Volume  II 

Ye  author  ol  “U.S.  Numismatic  Literature,  Volume  1”  has  not  been 
resting  on  his  oars.  Volume  II,  which  will  cover  auction  catalogs  ol  the  first 
hall  ot  the  twentieth  century,  was  begun  more  than  three  years  ago.  My 
initial  locus  has  been  on  the  tables,  which  are  pure  drudgery  for  me  but,  an 
absolute  essential  for  those  who  do  research. 

Well,  most  of  the  drudgery  is  now  done,  my  blood  is  beginning  to 
pound  and  George  will  have  a manuscript  by  year  end.  For  the  next  phase, 
which  is  a lot  more  fun,  I also  need  a lot  more  help.  Before  I tell  you  what  I 
need,  let  me  list  the  cataloguers  that  will  definitely  be  covered: 

G.C.  Adams,  A.N.A.,  Bluestone,  Bolender,  Green,  Elder, 
Katen,  Kosoff,  Mehl,  Merkin,  New  Netherlands,  Wayte 
Raymond/U.S.  Coin/Morgenthau,  and  Stacks. 

Probable  starters  include  Bullowa,  Kagin  and  Reed.  Conceivable 
starters  include  Federal,  Fisher,  French’s,  Hesslein,  Kabealo,  Kelley, 
Riggs,  Shultz,  Sotheby  and  Webb.  What  I now  need  from  you  bibliophiles 
is  the  following: 

1)  Special  editions  of  the  “definites;” 

2)  Any  information  on  print  runs  and  rarity; 

3)  Strong  individual  sales  not  included  under  “definite.”  There 
may  be  a separate  chapter  for  these;  and, 

4)  Pictures  of  Adams,  Bluestone,  Green  and  Reed.  (Photos  will 
be  returned  promptly.) 

Later  on,  I will  publish  a list  of  “missing”  sales.  For  the  moment,  the 
above  requests  should  provide  more  than  enough  imposition  on  any  of  you 
so  inclined. 

Many  thanks  for  your  help. 

John  W.  Adams 
One  Liberty  Square 
Boston,  MA  02109 


WANTED 

Old  Dealer  Catalogs,  Price  Lists,  House  Organs,  etc. 
featuring  U.S.  Coins.  Send  list  with  condition  and 
prices  to: 

David  Sundman,  253  Union  Street, 
Littleton,  New  Hampshire  03561 
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Department  of  Questionable  Editorial  Judgment 

It  seems  that  the  N.B.S.  has  had  a wee  bit  of  a problem  in  the  past  in 
processing  subscriptions.  Back  in  December,  indefatigable  bibliophile  Remy 
Bourne  sent  in  his  yearly  dues  (and  then  some)  along  with  a notarized 
document  attesting  that  he  had  paid.  The  document  is,  through  an  inexpli- 
cable lapse  in  editorial  judgment,  reproduced  below.  As  you  can  gather  from 
the  affectionate  comments  appended  by  his  colleagues,  Remy  is  universally 
admired.  We  can  only  say  to  Remy,  "thank  you"  for  your  generosity; 
"touche"  for  your  satirical  point;  and  "don't  drink  the  coffee"  if  one  of 
your  friends  fetches  it  for  you. 
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Don  Jose  Toribio  Medina:  A Man  For  Any  Reason. 

His  Numismatic  Works 

Carling  Gresham  (continued  from  last  issue) 

V.  REMARKS  ON  THE  MEDINA  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

This  numismatic  bibliography  is  an  alpha  extract  from  Appendix  "A"  of  the 
work  by  Dr.  Roberts,  with  alterations  and  additions  by  this  writer. 

For  simplicity,  each  publication  has  been  assigned  the  alpha  prefix,  MNR, 
indicating,  "Medina,  Numismatic,  (as  listed  by)  Roberts,  "followed  by  numbers 
in  an  ascending  order.  It’s  believed  that  use  of  this  system  will  facilitate 
correspondence  between  bibliophiles  and  numismatists.  The  numbers  in 
brackets  [000]  following  each  entry  are  the  numbers  of  copies  published,  when 
known.  (Do  not  confuse  with  the  curved  style  parentheses  used  for  enclosing 
notes  and  comments  such  as  this  one.) 

Several  phrases  appearing  in  Medina's  books  should  be  explained  here: 
"Imprenta  Elzeviriana"  indicates  the  book/title  was  printed  on  his  second 
commercial  press;  the  term  appears  on  the  title  page  of  six  of  the  works  listed. 

Elzevir,  sometimes  spelled  Elzeviere,  and  other  ways,  was  a 17th  Century 
Dutch  family  noted  for  their  quality  printing  and  their  designs  of  printing  type 
faces.  One  style  carried  the  family  name,  and  Medina  bought  a set  of  it  during 
one  of  his  European  visits.  (14) 

"Imprenta  Particular"  was  the  imprint  of  luan  Borchert,  used  when  he 
printed  anonymously  those  articles  and  tracts  he  had  "spirited' 
from  Medina,  who,  evidently,  didn't  object  to  the  practice.  During  the  normal 
course  of  business,  Borchert  issued  titles  with  the  imprint  of  his  commercial 
press,  "El  Globo."  (More  about  Borchert  later.) 

"Impreso  (y  Grabado)  en  Casa  del  Autor"  are  the  only  other  terms  that  the 
reader  will  encounter  in  Medina's  numismatic  books,  published  by  him. 
Question#  have  been  raised  as  to  whether  or  not  Medina  actually  engraved 
(grabado)  his  plates  as  stated,  due  to  a lack  of  adequate  space  in  his  home  for 
the  needed  equipment.  Aware  of  the  man's  integrity,  this  writer  accepts  the 
statements  at  face,  until  other  proof  is  presented. 

Medina's  first  numismatic  book,  MNR- 17,  contains  94  plates  without  any 
text,  which  is  a small  mystery,  for  the  man  had,  early  on,  demonstrated  his 
penchant  for  thorough  annotations;  this  was  a characteristic  of  virtually  all  of  his 
published  works. 

It's  conceivable  that,  in  1890-91,  Medina  was  looking  ahead  to  the  day  when 
he  could  publish  texts  relative  to  those  "bare"  plates,  which  is  the  way  it 
evolved,  in  a sense.  In  later  publications  he  wrote  thoroughly  about  the  coins 
and  medals  illustrated  in  MNR- 17,  however,  there  are  no  subsequent,  direct 
references  to  the  book.  Maybe  he  published  it  "just  to  look  at,"  with  the  thought 
that  the  viewer  could  do  his  own  research. 
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With  the  exceptions  of  his  first  two  volumes,  MNR-5  and  -17,  published  in 
1900  and  1891  respectively,  and  one  published  in  Buenos  Aires  in  1924,  the 
balance  of  his  numismatic  books  were  published  within  the  first  19  years  of  this 
century;  seven  were  published  in  1919,  making  that  his  most  productive 
numismatic  year. 

As  recently  as  1973,  a cataloger  claimed  that  Medina  had  written  21 
numismatic  books,  (15),  however,  this  writer  is  unable  to  verify  more  than  those 
listed  herein.  Medina  printed/published  only  13  numismatic  books  from  his 
presses,  and  one,  MNR-10,  was  printed  in  Buenos  Aires;  the  six  remaining  are 
speeches,  letters  or  articles,  and  none  qualities  as  a book,  i.e.,  24  pages  or 
more. 

The  same  cataloger  claimed,  “I  also  acquired  most  of  his  books  . . which 
simply  isn't  true,  for  Medina  gave  his  vast  library . . . more  than  50,000  books  and 
100,000  manuscripts!  ...  to  his  native  country.  This  writer  has  received  reliable 
reports  that  the  library  remains  intact  in  the  Sala  Medina,  Biblioteca  Nacional, 
Santiago  de  Chile. 

Possibly  that  cataloger  intended  to  write,  "I  also  acquired  some  of  his 
numismatic  books  . . " He  certainly  didn't  acquire  ".  . . most  . . of  Medina's 
library,  for  it's  safe  in  the  museum.  Of  course,  Doha  Mercedes'  nephew,  a 
lawyer,  was  known  to  have  inherited  from  her  many  books,  coins,  and  medals, 
which  had  belonged  to  her  husband. 

Harvard  University  and  the  John  Carter  Brown  (U.)  Library  tried  to  purchase 
Medina's  library  while  he  was  still  alive.  Bromsen  states,  "Archer  (M.) 
Huntington,  bibliophile  and  founder  of  the  Hispanic  Society  of  America,  offered 
Don  Jose  Toribio  a half-million  dollars  for  his  library  without  the  manuscripts." 
(16)  (Imagine,  turning  down  a half-million  dollars  during  the  "Roaring 
Twenties!") 

Bromsen  concluded,  "Medina  resolutely  declined  to  sell  the  product  of  his 
life's  hobby,  preferring  to  leave  it  to  his  own  people." 

It's  doubtful  that  the  Chilean  people,  despite  their  many  problems,  would 
tolerate  the  dispersal  of  Medina's  bequest;  it's  doubtful,  too,  that  many  coin 
dealers  . . . probably  not  more  than  ten  in  this  country . . . could  afford  the  price  of 
such  a library.  Regardless,  it's  certainly  one  of  the  world's  greatest  literary 
treasures,  priceless  and  irreplaceable. 


VI.  THE  MEDINA  NUMISMATIC  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

MNR- 1 Bibliografia  Numismatica  Colonial  Hispano- Americana.  Santiago  de 
Chile,  MCMXII,  Impreso  en  Casa  del  Autor.  viii,  1(11),  198pp,  illus. 
30cm.  There're  397  entries  in  this  pioneer  effort,  dating  from  1556  to 
1818;  included  are  Medina's  thoughtful  and  interesting  comments, 
most  of  which  add  to  the  general  information  of  the  colonial  era.  [120] 
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MNR-2 

MNR-3 

MNR-4 

MNR-5 

MNR-6 

MNR-7 

MNR-8 

MNR-9 

MNR-10 


1 1 


El  Escudo  de  Armas  de  la  Ciudad  Santiago  de  Chile.  Santiago  de 
Chile,  1910,  Imprenta  Particular,  llpp,  illus.  23.5cm.  First  published 
in  the  Introduction  to  Adas  del  Cabildo  de  Santiago  durante  el 
Periodo  Llamado  de  la  Patria  Vija  ( 1810-1814 ,)  of  which  [300]  copies 
were  printed.  This  Borchert  separate  was  an  edition  of  three  copies.  [3] 

Manual  Ilustrado  de  Numismatica  Chilena.  La  Colonia.  Santiago  de 
Chile,  1919,  Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  19(1),  illus.  x pis.  24cm.  Lists  coins 
issued  for  colonial  Chile  during  the  reigns  of  Spanish  kings  from  Philip 
V to  Ferdinand  VII,  1700-1817.  [Estimate  150] 

Las  Medallas  Chilenas.  Santiago  de  Chile,  MCMI,  Impreso  en  Casa 
del  Autor.  vi(l),  467pp,  illus.,  38  pis.  31.5cm.  Lists  675  medals,  many 
from  Medina's  personal  collection;  notes  and  documents  on  the 
engravers  are  included.  [300] 

Medallas  Coloniales  Hispano-Americanas.  Santiago  de  Chile, 
MDM,  (sic;  should  read  MCM.)  Impreso  en  Casa  del  Autor.  viii, 
240pp,  illus.  31.5cm.  A list  of  129  medals  with  full  descriptions  of 
metallic  content,  sizes,  etc.,  with  historical  annotations.  [250] 

Medallas  Coloniales  Hispano-Americanas.  Nuevos  Materiales  para 
Su  Estudio.  Santiago  de  Chile,  MCMXIX,  Impreso  en  Casa  del  Autor. 
vi,  (7),  24pp,  illus.  30cm.  This  brief  work  adds  to  the  information  in 
MNR-5  and  includes  facsimiles  of  20  medals.  [150] 

Las  Medallas  de  la  Revolucion  de  la  Independencia.  Santiago  de 
Chile,  1910,  Imprenta  Particular.  13pp,  illus.  27cm.  Thirteen  pages  of 
medals  with  descriptive  notes.  According  to  Roberts,  Borchert  issued 
another  reprint  in  1922.  [Estimate  7] 

Medallas  de  Proclamaciones  y Juras  de  los  Reyes  de  Espaha  en 
America.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1917,  Impreso  en  Casa  del  Autor.  xx, 
332pp,  illus.  30cm.  This  is  Medina's  work  that's  so  familiar  to 
collectors  around  the  world.  It  contains  430  medals,  of  which  241  had 
been  published  earlier  by  Adolfo  Herrera  in  1882.  Thorough  notations 
and  very  useful.  [150] 

Las  Medallas  del  Almirante  Vernon.  Santiago  de  Chile,  MCMXIX, 
Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  xxii,  llOpp,  illus.  30cm.  Describes  143  medals 
honoring  the  famous  admiral.  [100] 

Medallas  Europeas  Relativas  a America.  Buenos  Aires,  1924, 
Talleres  s.a.  Casa  Jacobo  Peuser,  ltda.  2,  vii,  377pp,  ill.  27.5cm.  The 
only  numismatic  book  written  by  Medina  that  was  published  outside  of 
Chile.  It  contains  descriptions  and  historical  notes  on  492  medals, 
most  of  which  were  in  his  collection.  Medina  never  claimed  this  work 
listed  all  of  the  medals  issued  in  Europe,  relating  to  America. 
[Unknown] 
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MNR-11  Las  Monedas  Chilenas.  Santiago  de  Chile,  MCMII,  Impreso  y 
Grabado  en  Casa  del  Autor.  cccvii,  238pp,  13  pis,  errata.  31cm.  The 
plates  are  numbered  I through  V,  then  Va,  VI,  XIa,  VII  through  XI,  in 
that  sequence.  (Note:  the  lower  case  “a"  used  as  Va  and  XIa  are 
actually  smaller  capital  letters  on  the  plates.)  This  is  one  of  the  most 
comprehensive  of  Medina's  works,  listing  and  describing  thoroughly 
165  pieces  of  money.  Medina  relates  the  history  of  the  mints  in  Latin 
America,  biographies  of  the  Spanish  monarchs  during  whose  reigns 
the  money  was  issued,  biographies  of  the  engravers,  and  a history  of 
Chile  after  the  revolution  began;  238  pages  of  documents  are  included 
in  this  massive  work.  (Note:  the  copy  at  Princeton  is  dated  1902, 
confirmed  by  this  writer.  Roberts  had  suggested  another  date.)  [300] 

MNR-12  Las  Monedas  Coloniales  de  Chile.  Santiago  de  Chile.  MCMXIX, 
Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  70pp,  illus.  31cm.  A history  with  supporting 
documents.  [150] 

MNR-13  Las  Monedas  Coloniales  Hispano- Americanos.  Santiago  de  Chile, 
MCMXIX,  Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  viii,  406pp,  (2),  ill.  32cm.  A true 
history  of  coinage  in  Spanish  America,  beginning  with  that  which  was 
used  by  native  Americans.  Medina  documents  the  history  of  the 
foundation  and  operations  of  the  banking  houses  and  mints  in  10 
cities;  also,  he  included  biographies  of  the  engravers  when  he  could 
locate  them.  Many  supporting  documents  are  reproduced,  and  484 
coins  are  described.  [150] 

MNR-14  Las  Monedas  Obsidionales  de  Chile.  Santiago  de  Chile,  MCMXIX, 
Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  37pp,  (2),  illus.  30.5cm.  Medina  listed  and 
described  those  pieces,  which  he  claimed  owed  their  existence  to  a 
state  of  war  or  other  unusual  circumstances.  Chronologically,  this 
appears  to  have  been  printed  prior  to  the  entry  following,  in  which  it 
was  later  incorporated.  An  examination  of  the  two  texts  reveals  many 
differences,  however,  it  looks  as  if  some  paragraphs  are  identical,  and 
were  used  in  both  books  when  printed.  [150] 

MNR- 15  Las  Monedas  Obsidionales  Hispano- Americanos.  Santiago  de  Chile, 
MCMXIX,  Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  240pp,  illus.  31.5cm.  Medina 
described  355  “emergency"  coins,  many  of  which  were  minted  in  the 
nineteenth  century.  [150] 

MNR- 16  Las  Monedas  Usadas  por  los  Indios  de  America  al  Tiempo  de  Su 
Descubrimiento  segun  los  Antiguos  Documentos  y Cronistas 
Espanoles.  Buenos  Aires,  1912,  Impr.  de  Coni  Hermanos.  14pp,  (1), 
illus.  25.5cm.  This  is  a print  of  a speech  that  Medina  delivered  during 
the  17th  International  Congress  of  Americanists,  in  Buenos  Aires  in 
1910.  He  based  his  remarks  on  comments  he  found  in  original  works  of 
some  of  Ihe  earliest  explorers  and  conquerors,  including  Columbus. 
Bromsen  states  that  [50]  copies  were  printed.  (17) 
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MNR-17  Monedas  y Medallas  Hispano- Americanos.  Santiago  de  Chile, 
MDCCCXCI,  Impreso  y Grabado  en  Casa  del  Autor.  No  text,  94 
plates.  32cm.  The  plates  are  printed  on  both  sides  of  each  sheet  of 
paper.  This  is  Medina's  first  numismatic  work,  and  appears  that  some 
of  the  illustrations  may  have  been  taken  from  other  works,  however,  it's 
difficult  to  determine.  The  sequential  numbering  of  the  plates,  using 
Arabic  and  Roman  numerals,  is  somewhat  confusing,  and  belies  the 
usually  meticulous  habits  of  the  man.  The  correct  sequence  is:  I-LVI, 
75-92,  LXXV-XCIV.  [Estimate  100] 

MNR-18  Numismaiica  Argentina,  n.p.  (Santiago  de  Chile),  1895,  Imprenta 
Particular,  n.p.  This  is  a letter  from  Medina  to  Alejandro  Rosa, 
discussing  proclamation  medals  issued  by  Spanish  kings  for  the 
viceroyalty  of  La  Plata.  It  was  also  printed  in  a periodical  in  Buenos 
Aires  in  the  same  year.  Roberts  states  that  Borchert  issued  another 
reprint  in  1922.  [Estimate  7] 

MNR-19  La  Primera  Casa  de  Moneda  Que  Hubo  en  America,  (in)  Revista 
Chilena  de  Historia  y Geografia,  3d  qtr,  1911,  p353-366.  This  is  a 
history  of  the  first  banking  house  in  America,  founded  in  Santo 
Domingo  by  Sebastian  Ramirez,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  New  World 
for  that  purpose.  This  article  was  incorporated  later  in  MNR-13. 
[Unknown] 

MNR-20  El  Origen  de  la  Junta  de  Historia  y Numismatica.  (in)  Revista  de 
Derecho  Historia  y Letras,  Buenos  Aires,  LXI,  Sept.,  1918,  p57-60. 
Another  of  Medina's  letters  that  "got  into  print,"  this  one  addressed  to 
Narciso  Binayan,  concerning  the  founding  of  the  Argentine  Coin  Club 
(lunta).  [Unknown] 


VII.  AN  ANNOTATED  REFERENCE  BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHY  (18) 

Behar,  D.  yR.  (David  and  Raul).  BibliograJia Hispanoamericana.  Buenos  Aires, 
1947.  372pp,  photographs,  line  drawings,  two  fold-out  color  plates  and  some 
ads.  The  authors  have  listed  3,618  entries,  however,  that  figure  is  misleading  as 
some  of  the  entries  have  as  many  as  50  alpha  and/ or  numeric  suffixes;  the  total 
number  of  entries  is  probably  closer  to  5,000.  A "general"  bibliography,  the 
entries  range  from  bare  titles  to  those  with  copious  annotations.  The  format  is 
somewhat  confusing,  but  the  book  is  a very  useful  tool  for  the  researcher.  Five 
pages  and  sixty- odd  entries  are  devoted  to  Medina.  Primarily  in  Spanish.  [500] 

(19) 

Binayan,  Narciso.  Centenario  de  Jose  Toribio  Medina  1852-1952.  Exposicion 
BibliograJia  y Numismatica.  Buenos  Aires,  1952,  25pp,  illus.  Lists  110  citations 
and  a brief  bibliography  in  the  two  fields  of  the  title.  Usefulness  is  hampered  by 
a lack  of  adequate  annotations.  In  Spanish.  [510] 
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Borchert,  Juan.  Opusculos  Varios  de  J.  T.  Medina,  Reumdos  y Editados  por 
Juan  Borchert.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1926.  303pp.  An  anthology  of  30  articles 
by  Medina,  of  which  only  four  pertain  to  numismatics;  XII,  XIII,  XIV,  and  XXIX, 
corresponding  to,  respectively,  MNR-18,  -7,  -2,  and  -20.  This  writer  has 
learned  very  little  about  Borchert,  a Franco-Chilean,  who  was  a friend  and 
admirer  of  Medina,  and  an  experienced  printer.  Evidently  he  "got  his  jollies  by 
printing  brief,  valuable  tracts  in  very  small  quantities.  His  Imprenta 
Particular",  (printed  privately,)  appears  on  those  articles  cited  above  as 
separately  printed  pamphlets,  MNR-20  having  been  printed  in  an  edition 
of  only  one  [1]  copy!  According  to  Roberts,  Borchert  printed  separately 
at  least  16  of  Medina's  speeches,  letters  or  articles,  with  five  copies  being 
the  average  number  published.  Obviously,  all  are  difficult  to  locate, 
including  this  entry.  This  is  the  first  of  a three-volume  set,  but  only  one  copy 
was  issued  of  the  other  two.  In  Spanish.  [100] 

Bromsen,  Maury.  "Jose  Toribio  Medina."  (in)  The  South  Atlantic  Quarterly,  vol. 
XLIV,  No.  3,  July,  1945,  p316-326.  A concise,  well-written  biography  by  a 
student  of  Chilean  history  and  culture  who  lived  and  worked  in  the  country;  one 
of  the  very  few  articles  in  English  found  by  this  writer.  Bromsen  is  the  donor  of  the 
Bromsen  Medina  Collection  (named  in  memory  of  his  father,)  in  the  rare  book 
collection  in  the  library  of  the  University  of  Florida,  which  this  writer  has  used  so 
often.  (The  press  run  of  the  magazine  is  unknown,  however,  Bromsen  had  a 
separate  printed  edition  of  [100]  copies.) 

Bromsen,  Maury  A.  (Ed.)  Jose  Toribio  Medina,  Humanist  of  the  Americas,  An 
Appraisal.  The  Pan  American  Union,  Washington,  D.C.,  1960.  295pp,  illus.  This 
book  is  a compilation  of  18  papers  delivered  during  the  Medina  Centennial 
Celebration,  which  was  held  in  Washington,  D.C.,  November  6-8,  1952.  It's 
probably  the  most  comprehensive  assessment  of  Medina  written  in  any 
language.  The  names  of  some  of  the  authors  of  the  papers  reads  like  a "Who's 
Who"  in  history  and  literature,  and  includes:  Martin  Gunside,  Charles  E.  Kany, 
Charles  M.  Lancaster,  PaulT.  Manchester,  Robert!  Nesmith,  (representing the 
ANS,)  Abraham  A.  Neuman,  Federico  de  Onis,  Sarah  E.  Roberts,  Arturo  Torres- 
Rioseco,  Arthur  P.  Whitaker,  Irene  A.  Wright,  and  Lawrence  C.  Wroth.  Bromsen 
was  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Organizing  Committee  of  the  event; 
unquestionably,  he's  the  leading  authority  on  Medina,  at  least,  in  North 
America.  In  English.  [1,500] 

Chiappa,  Victor  M.,  and  Feliu  Cruz,  Guillermo.  Catalogo  de  las  Publicaciones 
de  Jose  Toribio  Medina  (1873-1914).  Santiago  de  Chile,  1924,  Imprenta 
Cervantes.  77pp,  307  titles  in  chronological  order.  It's  difficult  for  this  writer  to 
determine  the  precise  history  of  this  book;  the  first  226  entries  were  published 
by  Chiappa  prior  to  1924  in  two  magazine  articles,  and  in  book  form  with  a 
slightly  different  title.  In  1924  Feliu  Cruz  added  81  titles  to  Chiappa's  numbers 
(to  307,)  then  had  the  whole  printed  in  book  form.  Annotations  are  plentiful, 
however,  some  entries  are  bare  titles  only;  still,  a useful  work.  In  Spanish.  (This 
writer's  copy  indicates  that  [100]  copies  were  printed,  but  the  total  of  all  editions 
will  exceed  that  number.) 
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Clain-Stefanelli,  Elvira.  Select  Numismatic  Bibliography.  New  York,  1965.  (10), 
406pp,  4,762  entries,  excluding  biographies  and  obituaries.  Now  a "standard" 
reference,  but  contains  a grievous  error,  (20,)  about  Medina's  books, 
considering  the  resources  available  to  the  author.  (The  entire  Library  of 
Congress!)  In  English.  [Unknown] 

Feliu  Cruz,  Guillermo.  Bibliografia  de  Don  Jose  Toribio  Medina.  Santiago  de 
Chile,  1931.  181pp.  This  work  extends  the  chronological  entries  of 

Chiappa/Feliii  Cruz,  above,  from  308  to  408.  It's  fully  annotated  . . . excessively 
so,  as  a matter  of  fact.  This  entry  and  the  one  under  Chiappa  are  considered  by 
many  scholars  to  be  the  "standard"  references  on  Medina's  works,  despite 
errors  of  commission  and  omission.  In  Spanish.  [360] 

Ferrari,  Jorge  N.  Bibliografia  Argentina  Numismatic  y Medallistica.  Buenos 
Aires,  1977.  356pp. , 2,151  entries  adequately  annotated.  This  book  isn't  listed  in 
the  cross  refence  table,  below,  as  it  cites  only  three  of  Medina's  works,  i.e., 
MNR-16,  -10  and  -18,  corresponding  to  Ferrari  numbers  58,  935  and  952, 
respectively.  While  limited  toArgentine  authors  and  publications,  the  book  is  a 
very  useful  numismatic  bibliography.  In  Spanish.  [Unknown] 

Grierson,  Philip.  Bibliographie  Numismatique.  Bruxelles,  1979,  2nded.,  359pp, 
advertisements.  Contains  only  six  citations  for  Medina  with  a very  few 
unsatisfactory  annotations.  The  entries  aren't  in  any  semblance  of  logical 
sequence,  alpha,  numeric  or  chronological.  A disappointing  bibliography, 
considering  the  author's  experience  and  capabilities.  In  French.  [Unknown] 

James,  Concha  Romero.  "Don  Jose  Toribio  Medina:  Man  and  Scholar."  (in) 
Bulletin  of  the  Pan  American  Union , LXV,  Jan.,  1931,  p4-9.  Roberts  states,  "The 
article  cited  here  is  the  best  one  in  English  on  Medina's  life,  works  and 
character.  Also  in  Spanish  Bulletin,  LXV,  May,  1931,  p449-55."  (21)  This  writer 
hasn't  seen  the  article  cited,  and  its  use  here  is  for  reference  purposes  only. 
[Unknown] 

Mateu  y Llopis,  Felipe.  Bibliografia  de  la  Historia  de  Espaha.  Madrid,  1958. 
XV,  140pp.  Ten  valid  references  to  Medina,  but  two  glaring  errors.  The  first 
reference,  p3 1 1,  was  not  the  work  of  Medina,  but  was  published  by  the 
Superintendencia  de  la  Casa  de  Moneda  y Especies  valoradas.  The  first  entry 
on  page  334  probably  was  copied  from  Sigler,  #1725,  (22),  but  "there  ain't  no 
such  animal."  (Apparently  Sigler  translated  the  title  into  English,  and  Mateu 
copied  it  into  his  book.)  Adequately  annotated,  but  nonsequential  entries. 
Again,  disappointment  from  an  experienced,  capable  author.  One  would  think 
a Spaniard  would  have  been  more  careful  with  an  ethnic  cousin  of  the  New 
World.  In  Spanish.  [Unknown] 

Ramos,  Roberto.  Bibliografia  de  Don  Jose  Toribio  Medina.  Mexico  City,  1953. 
44pp.  Some  decent  annotations,  but  many  are  just  bare  entries.  Another 
competent  author,  but  one  who,  evidently,  was  trying  to  get  his  book  into  print  to 
coincide  with  the  Medina  Centennial  Celebration.  He  should  have  taken  more 
time  with  his  work  for  the  book  is,  basically,  one  of  the  more  complete 
numismatic  (but  not  exclusively,)  bibliographies  on  Medina,  lacking  only  three 
citations.  In  Spanish.  [100] 
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Roberts,  Sarah  Elizabeth.  Jose  Toribio  Medina,  His  Life  and  Works. 
Washington,  D.C.,  1941.  192pp.  After  more  than  40  years,  still  the  only  definitive 
bio- bibliography  in  English,  located  by  this  writer;  technically  superseded  by 
the  entry  following,  (Schaible,)  which  is  in  Spanish.  Based  on  Chiappa  and 
Feliu  Cruz,  Roberts  wrote  this  dandy  little  book  for  her  master's  thesis.  (Also, 
she  received  her  doctorate  while  studying  under  the  tutelage  of  the  late  Prof. 
Alva  C.  Wilgus,  the  eminent  Latin  American  historian.)  Dr.  Roberts  is  now 
retired  from  the  U.S.  State  Department.  In  English.  [Unknown] 

Schaible,  Carl  H.  Bibliografia  de  Jose  Toribio  Medina.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1952, 
(i.e.,  1958.)  xviii,  251pp,  (3),  2 engrv.  448  chronological  entries,  of  which  the  last 
40  are  Medina's  works  published  posthumously.  The  book  is  fully  annotated 
and  completely  updated;  it  corrects  Chiappa  and  Feliu  Cruz,  and  should  be 
considered  as  the  "final"  authority  on  Medina's  works.  Apparently  this  book, 
too,  was  scheduled  for  publication  to  coincide  with  the  Medina  Centennial 
Celebration,  however,  it  was  destined  to  be  six  years  late.  Published  only  in  a 
deluxe  edition,  the  book  is  a superb  work  of  art  . . . the  epitome  of  the  printers' 
and  binders'  crafts.  It's  printed  on  beautiful,  handmade,  watermarked  paper, 
contains  excellent  typesetting  with  ample  "white  space,"  and  is  bound 
handsomely.  Unfortunately,  it's  exceedingly  difficult  to  locate  a copy,  and  once 
found,  the  potential  buyer  will  discover  that  it's  devilishly  expensive.  Any 
bibliophile  would  be  proud  to  own  this  book.  In  Spanish.  [200] 
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IX.  EPILOG 

Eighty- three  institutions  participated  in  the  Medina  Centennial  Celebration 
in  1952,  in  some  fashion  or  another.  Thinking  that  those  institutions  might  have 
some  of  Medina's  numismatic  books  on  hand,  this  writer  sent  out  81  inquiry 
letters,  together  with  a form  printed  post  card,  stamped  and  addressed; 
Medina's  20  numismatic  publications  were  listed  on  the  card,  with  a request 
that  the  recipients  indicate  which  titles  they  had  on  hand,  and  quantities.  Thirty- 
eight  of  the  cards  were  returned.  (One  wonders  what  became  of  the  remainder?) 

That  information,  plus  other  sources  "south  of  the  border,"  forms  the  basis 
for  the  following  rarity  rating.  Trying  to  establish  such  a scale  is  a risky 
endeavor  with  such  meager  information  at  hand,  but  where  does  one  begin? 
Simply,  with  what  is  at  hand. 

Recently,  a survey  request  was  printed  in  another  journal,  asking  that 
readers/members  inform  this  writer  of  any  of  Medina's  numismatic  books  they 
had  on  hand.  There  were  no  responses  to  the  appeal.  If,  now,  anyone  wants  to 
report  their  holdings  for  inclusion  in  a revision,  contact  this  writer;  reports  will 
remain  strictly  confidential. 

There're  publication  figures  for  only  13  of  the  20  books/articles  written  by 
Medina,  therefore,  readers  must  do  their  own  interpolating,  i.e.,  make  an 
educated  guess.  If,  at  a later  date,  more  information  is  acquired,  which  will 
call  for  a revision  of  these  figures,  it  will  be  published  in  The  Asylum. 

Readers  should  be  warned  that  the  rarity  scale  is  a projection  based  on 
copies  located  versus  the  number  printed,  however,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
publication  figures  are  lacking  for  seven  titles.  This  problem  . . . projection 
without  base  figures  . . . was  overcome  by  simply  guessing  at  the  numbers 
published,  based  on  several  relative  factors.  Readers  with  a mathematical  bent 
may  project  their  own  rarity  scale! 

Following  the  rarity  scale  is  a list  of  known  locations  and  numbers  of  copies 
of  these  books  and  pamphlets.  Of  the  38  replies  to  the  survey,  only  21  indicated 
any  titles  on  hand.  Three  institutions  known  to  hold  some  of  Medina's  books 
didn't  respond  to  the  survey,  but  Roberts'  earlier  figures  were  used.  Discerning 
readers  will  note  that  the  survey  doesn't  include  any  private  holdings,  although 
this  writer  knows  of  three  locations. 

I 

It  should  be  obvious  to  the  reader  that  any  of  Medina's  books  are  rare,  due  to 
the  small  number  published  originally;  too,  "time"  will  have  taken  its  share  of 
victims.  Someone  has  said,  "Everything  is  relative ..."  and  it's  certainly  true  in  this 
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instance.  How,  though,  does  one  rate  the  rarity  of  two  copies  of  a book, 
considering  that  the  maximum  number  of  one  of  its  companion  titles  is  only  15? 
Despite  the  small  base,  it's  believed  these  figures  will  remain  valid. 

RARITY  Rl,  (11-15  copies):  MNR-3,  5,  10,  11,  12,  14,  17. 

RARITY  R2,  (6-10  copies):  MNR-1,  4,  6,  8,  9,  13,  15,  16,  19,  20. 

RARITY  R3,  (1-5  copies):  MNR-2,  7,  18. 

Known  Public  Locations  of  Medina's  Numismatic  Works: 

(Including  the  total  [number]  of  copies  and  the  MNR-#) 

American  Antiquarian  Society:  [1];  MNR-1. 

American  Numismatic  Society:  [17];  MNR- 11,  13-18. 

Duke  University:  [7];  MNR-4,  9-10,  13,  17,  19-20. 

Free  Public  Library  of  Philadelphia:  [1];  MNR-4. 

Harvard  University:  [13];  MNR-4-5,  8-15,  17,  19-20. 

Hispanic  Society  of  America:  [15];  MNR-1,  3,  5-6,  8[2],  9-17. 

Indiana  University:  [12];  MNR-1,  3,  5-6,  10-11,  15-17,  19-20. 

Library  of  Congress:  [17];  MNR-1,  3-6,  8-17,  19-20. 

New  York  City  Public  Library:  [15];  MNR-1,  3-6,  8-17. 

Newberry  Library:  [9];  MNR-5,  8,  10,  12-17. 

Peabody  Institute  Library:  [1];  MNR-9. 

Princeton  University:  [8];  MNR-3,  10-15,  17. 

Tulane  University:  [1];  MNR- 19. 

University  of  California  at  Berkeley:  [5];  MNR-9,  10[2],  11,  16. 

University  of  Chicago:  [1];  MNR- 19. 

University  of  Colorado:  [1];  MNR-20. 

University  of  Florida:  [13];  MNR-1-3,  7-8,  10,  12-14,  16-17,  19-20. 

University  of  Michigan:  [3];  MNR-3,  12,  17. 

University  of  North  Carolina:  [3];  MNR-3,  10,  19. 

University  of  Pennsylvania:  [3];  MNR-4,  10-11. 

University  of  Texas:  [19];  MNR-1,  3-20. 

The  following  were  taken  taken  from  Roberts'  compilation: 

Boston  Public  Library:  [2];  MNR-4,  17. 

Columbus  Memorial  Library,  Pan-American  Union:  [3];  MNR-3,  10-11. 
John  Carter  Brown  (U.)  Library:  [1];  MNR-10. 

(Note:  Reprints  were  not  tabulated,  but  six  institutions  indicated  they  had  reprints 
of  MNR- 8.  MNR- 16,  as  reported  by  the  University  of  California,  is  contained 
within  a copy  of  Bor  chert's  anthology.) 

NOTES 

14.  As  recently  as  1968  there  was  a publishing  house  in  Amsterdam  operating 
under  the  name  "Elsevier  ";  it  is  unknown  if  the  owners  are  descendants 
of  the  Elzevir  family,  but  it  seems  likely. 

15.  Almanzar,  op.  cit.,  on  the  title  pages  of  both  auction  catalogs. 

16.  Bromsen,  op.  cit.,  p325. 

17.  In  a telephone  conversation  with  this  writer  in  April,  1982. 

18.  With  the  exceptions  of  the  Borchert  and  James  references,  copies  of  all  of 
the  books  listed  are  in  this  writer's  library. 
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ON  THE  RECORD  Joel  j.  Orosz 

When  Steve  Ivy  and  Jim  Halperin  merged  their  respeetive  firms  in  1983  to 
beeome  Heritage  Rare  Coin  Galleries,  they  ereated  (unintentionally,  we  are  sure)  a 
tew  headaches  for  future  researchers  in  this  series.  Allow  us  to  place  a few  obscure 
tacts  regarding  their  publications  “on  the  record'’. 

The  first  Heritage  emission  was  a list  entitled,  appropriately  enough,  “The 
First-Ever  16  Special  Offerings  from  Heritage."  It  was  printed  on  a 25Vi"  x 11” 
glossy-stock  sheet,  twice  folded,  and  mailed  in  August  of  1983. 

The  Heritage  Mail  Bid  Auctions  are  very  tricky,  for  with  one  exception,  they 
lack  a rational  emission  sequence.  The  following  list  is  believed  to  be  correct: 

1)  Mail  Bid  Sale;  Summer,  1984.  Closing  date;  July  9,  1984.  838  lots. 

The  first  Mail  Bid  Sale,  though  not  labeled  as  such. 

2)  Mail  Bid  Auction  Number  2;  October  2,  1984.  Closing  date:  October 

12,  1984.  849  lots. 

3)  Mail  Bid  Sale;  Winter,  1984.  Closing  date:  January  4,  1985.  749  lots. 

The  third  Mail  Bid  Sale,  though  not  labeled  as  such. 

4)  Mail  Bid  Sale;  Spring,  1985.  Closing  date:  May  3,  1985.  984  lots. 

The  fourth  Mail  Bid  Sale,  though  not  labeled  as  such. 

5)  Mail  Bid  Sale;  Fall,  1985.  Closing  date:  November  25,  1985.  574  lots. 

The  fifth  Mail  Bid  Sale,  though  not  labeled  as  such. 

6)  Mail  Bid  Sale;  Summer,  1986.  Closing  date:  July  7,  1986.  1058  lots. 

The  sixth  Mail  Bid  Sale,  though  not  labeled  as  such. 

Finally  an  anomaly  in  the  numbering  of  the  Heritage  Numismatic  Journal  must 
be  noted.  Both  the  Fall,  1984  and  the  Winter,  1985  issues  are  labeled  as  vol.  V, 
no.  1 . The  “Winter,  1 985  ” designation  is  itself  wrong,  for  the  number  in  question  was 
printed  in  January  of  1985.  Hence  the  proper  labeling  should  be: 


Fall,  1984  Vol.  IV,  No.  4 


Winter,  1984 

or  Vol.  V,  No.  1 
Spring,  1985 


JOURNAL  REVIEW: 

The  Journal  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society  Joel  J.  Orosz,  Ph.D  . 
editor’s  note:  Fellow  N.B.S.  member  David  W.  Lange  has  recently  been  appointed 
editor  of  the  Journal  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society.  He  has  sent  us  the 
most  recent  number  of  that  periodical  (and  the  first  produced  under  his  direction ) for 
review  in  The  Asylum.  Our  critique  follows: 

The  April,  1986  number  of  th  e.  Journal  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society 
should  make  new  editor  David  W.  Lange  proud.  The  quality  of  the  articles  is  truly 
first-rate.  The  best  known  contributor  to  the  issue  is  A.N.A.  Governor  Bill  Fivaz, 
who  offered  a condensed  seminar  on  the  grading  of  the  Indian  Head  Five-Cent  piece 
and  the  Winged  Liberty  Dime.  Jerry  F.  Schimmel  contributed  an  interesting  look  at 
a San  Francisco  token,  Don  T.  Thrall  authored  a nicely -illustrated  article  on  bank- 
premium  tokens,  and  Stephen  M.  Huston  penned  an  informative  piece  correlating 
the  dates  of  the  apparitions  of  Halley’s  Comet  with  the  appearance  of  Comets  on 
European  coins  and  tokens.  David  Lange  himself  contributed  a most  fascinating 
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article  about  the  opening  of  the  San  Francisco  Municipal  Railway  in  1912, 
relating  how  the  initial  fares  were  paid  with  some  of  the  first  40  19 12-S  dimes 
struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  that  year.  All  in  all,  there  can  be  little  com- 
plaint over  ther  scholarship  or  readability  of  the  writing  of  this  issue. 

If,  however,  one  is  willing  to  descend  to  nitpicking,  it  is  possible  to  find  fault  with 
the  Journal.  We  were  surprised  to  see,  for  instance,  in  the  Fivaz  article,  the  colloquial 
(and  incorrect)  terminology  “Buffalo  Nickel'  and  “Mercury  Dime  . Then,  too,  there 
is  the  matter  of  the  Journal’s  numbering  system.  It  is  merely  a consecutive  count  of 
numbers  issued;  for  example,  the  April,  1986  issue  is  simply  “No.  7 . Such  a system 
conveys  no  notion  of  the  number  of  years  that  the  Journal  has  been  established,  nor  of 
the  number  of  issues  published  in  any  given  year.  This  will  certainly  prove  infuriating 
to  future  bibliographers  who  will  wish  that  the  standard  "volume  and  number 
labeling  system  had  been  employed. 

I am  certain  you  will  agree,  however,  that  these  are  trivial  quibbles;  indeed  the 
overall  quality  of  the  Journal  renders  them  virtually  irrelevant.  The  Journal  is 
published  quarterly;  a one- year  subscription,  including  membership  in  the  P.C.N.S.  is 
$7.50.  If  you  wish  further  information,  contact  David  W.  Lange  at: 

P.  O.  Box  3497 

/V^  y firih  AS)  San  Francisco,  CA  94119 

|ctf!-d/VVl  THE  LAST  WORD  by  Your  Editor 

Farmer  editor  Carling  Gresham  was  fond  of  saying  that  the  editor  always  has  the 
'e-VM,  last  word,  and  we  intend  to  institutionalize  that  fact  on  this  page  in  this  number,  and  in 
p L issues  to  come.  The  opinions  herein  contained  are  the  editor's  alone,  and  should  not  be 

construed  to  be  the  official  position  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 
'll  '<H  If  you  read  the  editorial  entitled  “Of  Ruff,  Ire,  and  a Free  Press”  in  the  June  4, 
1986  issue  of  Coin  World,  you  learned  that: 

...the  A.N.A.,  in  issuing  its  invitation  to  Howard  Ruff  to 
speak  at  its  convention  in  Salt  Lake  City,  set  specific 
parameters.  According  to  A.N.A.  Executive  Director 
Ruthann  Brettell,  Ruff  was  told  he  could  not  say  anything 
“negative  about  coins  or  coin  dealers.” 

No  matter  what  one  may  think  of  Howard  Ruff’s  opinions  of  coins  and  coin 
dealers,  this  action  by  the  A.N.A.  displayed  contempt  for  the  principle  of  academic 
freedom  and  violated  Ruff s First  Amendment  right  to  free  expression.  And  don't 
forget  our  rights.  In  telling  Mr.  Ruff  what  he  could  not  say  ,the  A.N.A.  was  telling 
us  what  we  could  not  hear. 

Bibliophiles  such  as  ourselves  should  feel  especially  threatened.  The  A.N.A.  is 
attempting  to  suppress  ideas,  and  what  are  books  but  ideas  made  tangible?  If  certain 
ideas  are  considered  too  dangerous  to  be  discussed,  might  not  these  ideas  also  be  too 
dangerous  to  be  read?  Will  we  soon  see  books  and  periodicals  critical  of  coin 
dealers  removed  from  the  A.N.A.  Library? 

We  already  have  laws  that  define  the  permissable  limits  of  free  speech.  We 
do  not  need  the  A.N.A.  to  expand  upon  them.  The  Asylum  has  been  and  will  continue 
to  be  dedicated  to  the  principles  of  free  speech,  open  inquiry  and  academic  freedom. 
This  is  our  credo.  Let  us  hope,  for  all  of  our  sakes,  that  the  A.N.A.  decides  to 
adopt  this  credo  in  the  near  future,  for  certainly,  they  are  not  subscribing  to  it  now. 
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WANTED 


Numismatic  Libraries 
or 

Single  Titles 
Call  or  Write 

CAL  WILSON 


38228  Glenmoor  Dr. 
Fremont,  CA  94536 
(415)  792-4133 


Good  as  it  is  to  inherit  a library, 

it  is  better  to  collect  one. 

Augustine  Birrell  (1885-1933) 


